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SELECTLD CALIFORNIA EDUCATION CODE SECTIONS 
^..rAINING TO PROGRAMS FOR MENTALLY RETARDED PUPILS 



Guidelines for Instruction of Mentally Retarded Minors 

160, The Superintendent of Public Instruction shall recommend, and the 
State Board of Education shall adopt by September 1, 1967, general guidelines for 
use by school districts and county superintendents of schools In the development of 
curriculum and the idc >tiop of courses of study for the special Instruction of 
mentally retarded minors enrolled in public schools as defined by Sections 6902 and 
6903 of this code. The Superintendent of Public Instruction Is authorized to employ 
on a part** time ba&ls curriculum specialists to assist In the development of such 
guidelines. 

County School Service Fund; Amount Payable for Special Education Proj^rams 

885 5. In addition to all other amounts payable to the county school service 
fund on account of special education schools, programs, and classes maintained by 
the county superintendent of schools for the education of physically handicapped 
pupils, mentally retarded pupils, severely mentally retarded pupils, and educationally 
handicapped pupils, there shall be paid by the school districts In which such 
pupils reside, an amount, per unit of average dally attendance of any such pupils 
being educated by the county superintendent of schools in th»i current fiscal year, 
equal to the amount produced In the district In the current fiscal year by the 
applicable tax rates specified In Section 17702 per unit of the total average dally 
attendance of the district. Whenever a county superintendent of schools provides 
education to pupils who reside In a licensed children's Institution or a family home 
located either within or without the boundaries of the county, the county super- 
intendent of schools shall be reimbursed by the county of residence pursuant to 
Section 6952. 

In lieu of the payments to the county school service fund for mentally retarded 
pupils and severely mentally retarded pupils and physically handicapped pfiplls pro- 
vided for in this section, the county superintendent of schools, with the approval 
of the county board of education, may add an amount equal to the amount of such 
payments to the amount. If any, he certifies In accordance with the provisions of 
Sections 895.6, 895.7, 895.8, and 6955. 

Coordination of All Special Education Programs in County; Powers and Duties 

885.9. The county superintendent of schools shall have primary responsibility 
for coordinating all special programs maintained by the office of the county super- 
intendent and by the school districts under the Jurisdiction of that office, for 
the education of physically handicapped pupils as defined In Article 1 (commencing 
with Section 6801) of Chapter 8 of Division 6, and mentally retarded pupils as de- 
fined in Chapter 9 (commencing with Section 6901) of Division 6. 

The county superintendent of schools shall undertake the necessary measures to 
ensure that every pupil in the school district territory under his Jurisdiction who 



Is eligible to participate In any such special education program for physically 
handicapped pupils or mentally retarded pupils being provided in the territory, 
•hall be «f forded the opportunity to participate in an appropriate program. 

The county superintendent of schools shall compile and maintain a tabulation of 
the number of all physically handicapped pupils and mentally retarded pupils enrolled 
in every category of the special education program in the school dlitrict territory 
under his Jurisdiction and the schools in which such pupils are enrolled. 

The county superintendent of schools shall maintain a current list of all 
physically handicapped pupils and mentally retarded pupils who have applied for but 
have been denied access tu each category of the special education program in the 
school district territory under his Jurisdiction. 

It shall be the responsibility of the county superintendent of schools to render 
consultative and coordinative services to school districts under hia Jurisdiction 
maintaining special education programs for physically handicapped pupils and mentally 
retarded pupils, and to marshal and utiliae, to the extent permitted by law, all 
private as well as public resources and services available to provide education and 
training for physically handicapped and mentally retarded pupils. 

Provisions for Schools or Classes for Mentally Retarded Pupils 

895. (a) The County superintendent of schools shall, under the direction 
of the county board of education, establish and maintain special training schools or 
classes for mentally retarded pupils who reside in the county and in elementary or 
unified school districts which have an average daily attendance of less than 901 in 
the elementary schools of the district and who come within the provisions of Section 
6902. The schools and classes shall be established at centrally located places, and 
the county superintendent of schools shall provide tranaportation to the pupils 
attending them. 

Any elementary or unified school district which has an average daily attendance 
of less than 901 in elementary schools of the district, with the approval of the 
county superintendent of schools, may estublish and maintain special training schools 
or classes for mentally retarded pupils who come within the provisions of Section 6902, 

(b) The county superintendent of schools may, with the approval of the 
county board of education, establish and maintain special training schools or classes 
for mentally retarded pupils who reside in the county and who come within the pro- 
visions of Section 6902 and contract with an elementaiy or unified school district 
with an average daily attendance of 901 or more in the elementary schools of the 
district, or with a high school district with an average daily attendance of lest 
than 901, subject to such terms and conditions as may be agreed upon. The contract 
shall be approved by the county board of education and shall require the district to 
pay to the county school service fund o£ the county in which the district is located 
all costs of the education of the pupils which are in excess of the amounts appor- 
tioned from the State School Fund for the average dally attendance of such pupils. 

Whenever a special training school or class is established under the provisions 
of this subdivision, the computations prescribed by Sections 176SS.5 and 17664 shall 
not apply. 

(c) The county superintendent of schools shall establish and maintain 
apecial training schools or classes for mentally retarded pupils who reside in the 
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county and In elementary or unified school districts which have an average dail/ 
Attendance of less than 8,000 in the elementary schools o^ the district and in 
unified or high school districts which have an average daily attendance of leos 
than 8,000 In the high schools of the district and who come within the provisional 
of Section 6903« Such schools and classes shall be established at centrally located 
places^ and the county superintendent of schoois shall provide transportation to 
the puplU attending them. In an instance where it would be impracticable because 
of the transportation distances existing to bring a sufficient number of mentally 
retarded pupils, within the meaning of Section 6903, together in one place to form 
a special training class, the county superintendent of schools upon the annual 
approval of the Superintendent of Public Instruction may defer compliance with the 
provisions of this section for the year in question* 

Any elementary or unified school district which has an average daily attendance 
of less than 8^000 in elementary schools of the district and any unified or high 
school district which has an average dally attendance of less than 8,000 in high 
schools of the district, with the approval of the county superintendent of achocls, 
may establish and maintain special training schools or classes for luantally retarded 
pupils who come within the provisions of Section 6903. 

A county superintendent of schools, required to provide for the education in 
apeclal training schools or classes of mentally retarded pupils residing in the 
district who come within the provisions of Section 6903, may with the approval of 
the Superintendent of Public Instruction enter into agreement with an elementary^ 
unified or high school district for the latter to provide for the education of 
such mentally retarded pupils. 

(d) The county superintendent of schools may, with the approval of the 

county board of education, establish and maintain special training schools or classes 
for mentally retarded pupils who reside in the county and who come within the pro- 
visions of Section 6903 and agree with an elementary or unified school district with 
an average daily attendance of 8,000 or more in the elementary schools of the 
district and in unified or high school districts with an average daily attendance of 
8,000 or more in the high schools of the district for the education by the county 
superintendent of schools of such pupils residing in such districts. Whenever a 
special training school or class Is established under the provisions of this sub- 
division, the foundation program prescribed In Section 17656 for an elementary 
district with an average dally attendance of 901 or more shall apply for elementary 
schools, and the foundation program prescribed in Section 17665 shall apply fot 
high schools. 

SEC. 3. Notwithstanding Section 2231 of the Revenue and Taxation Code, there 
shall be no reimbursement pursuant to this section nor shall there by any appropria- 
tion made by this act because the duties, obligations or reaponaibilities imposed 
on local government by this act are minor in nature and will not cause any financial 
burden to local goverrment. 

Payments to Parents for Food and Lodging in Lieu of Providing Transportation 

d95«2. In lieu of providing transportation to special training schools or 
cl.^sses niaintained by a county superintendent of schools for mentally retarded 
pupils wno come within the provisions of Section 6903 and who reside in elementary 
or unified school districts which have an average daily attendance of less than 8,000, 
the county superintendent of schools may, with the approval of the county board of 
education, pay to the parents or guardians of any such mentally retarded pupil the 
coat of food and lodging for the minor at a place convenient to a special training 
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school or class mslntslnad by the county superlntendant , by the governing board of 
a school district within the county» or by a county superintendent of another county* 

Limit on Admissions 

895«3« Each county superintendent of schools msintaioing special training 
schools or classes for mentally retarded minors pursuant to ^subdivision (c) of 
Section 695 may limit the number of minors to be admitted to saoh schools or 
clssaes. Any minor who becomes 18 years of age while in attendance upon ei special 
training school or class shall be permitted to continue to attend thereon for the 
remainder of the time the school or class is maintained during the th^n current 
school year. 

Contracts for Transportation to Special Schools and Classes 

895«4« Any county superintendent of schools otherwise required or authorized 
to maintain special training schools and classes under Section 895 for mentally re* 
tarded prpila may provide for t\€ education of such pupils in, and for the transport 
tation of such pupils to, special training schools or clauses maintained by a 
a<'hool district under Sections 6901 to 6913, Inclusive, or by a county i^uperiutendent 
of schools under this article, subject to such terms and conditions so may be 
agreed upon. The agreement shall be approved by the county board of education « 

Trsn s portation to Special Schools and Classes by District or County Superintendent 

895«5« In lieu of entering into ai; agreemen^. for the transportation of 
rdentally retarded pupils by the school district or county superintendent of schools, 
in the specie.) training schools and classes of which the education of such pupils 
111 provided unde;: Sectloiri 6910 or 895«4, the school district or county superintendent 
r>f schools of the county required to provide for their education may provide auch 
transportation* 

Certification of Fun ds Required 

895«6« Tho county superintendent of schools shall, with the approval of the 
county board ot education, certify to the county auditor and the county board of 
eupervisors, on ov before July 15th of each year, the amount of money required to 
be raised by a county tax for the education of mentally retarded pupila who come 
vilhin the provisions of Section 6902 and fot the ?ental of property and the 
purchase of equipment by the county superintendent of schools for special training 
schools and classes for such pupils* Th;^. amount shall be determined by subtracting 
from the total cost of the education of auch pupils, inclttding transportation, to 
the county superintendent of schools (1) the total of any balances ^eiaalning to be 
expended for this purpose, and (2) the total amount to be apportioned by the Super* 
intendent of Public Instruction to the county school service fund for the education 
of mentally retardrd pupils who come within the provisions of Se^ tion 6902 and by 
adding to the result the amount required for rental of property and purchaae of 
^^quipment • 

The county auditor and the county board of supervisors shall determine the 
ta:^ necessary to produce the amount certified when levied upon the taxable property 
cf all the districts under the Jurisdiction of the county superintendent of schools 
^whlch hsve not been approved by the county superinte.ident of schools to maintain 
such schools or classes* The board of supervisors shall at the time of levying 
other county taxes levy the tax so determined in each school district which had 
during the preceding fiscal year not been approved by the county superintendent of 
schools to maintain such schools or classes, except that the tax levied shall not 
exceed ten ceuts ($0«1U) for each one hundred dollars ($100) of sssessed valuation 
and shall be levied notwithstanding the provisions of Section 20751 or 20803, 

The amount received from the tax shall be deposited in the county school 
service fund* 



In the event the amount received from the tax levied Is less than the amount 
certified by the county superintendent of schools the difference shall, with the 
approval of the Superintendent of Public Instruction, be paid the county superin* 
tendent of schools from the county school service fund contingency account ouvsuant 
to Section 18353, 

County Tax 

895,7, The county superintendent of schools shall, with the approval of the 
county board of education, certify to the county auditor and the county board of 
supervisors, on or before July I5th of each year, the amount of money required to 
be raised by a county tax for the education of mentally retarded pupils who come 
within tha provisions of Section 6903 and for rental of property and the purchase 
of equipment by the county superintendent of schools for special training achools 
or classes for such pupils. The amount shall be determined by subtracting from 
the total cost of the education oi such pupils, including transportation, to the 
county superintendent of schools the total amount to be apportioned by the Super* 
intendent of Public. Instruction tc the county school service fund for the education 
of such mentally retarded pupils and by adding to the result the amount lequired 
for rental of property and the purchase of equipment* The board of supervisors 
may include in such amount a sum for capital outlay. 

The Board of supervisors shall, at the time of levying other county taxes, 
levy an identical rate of tax in all elementary or unified school districts which 
have an average daily attendance of less than 8,000 in the elementary schools in the 
disccict, and all unified or high school districts which have an average daily 
attendance of less than 8,000 in the high schools of the district under the Juris** 
diction of the county superintendent of schools, and for which approval has not been 
granted by the county superintendent for the district to establish and maintain such 
classes for the education of mentally retarded pupils who come within the provisions 
of Section 6903 and any school district with an elementary or high school average 
daily attendance of more than 8,000 for which the county superintendent maintains 
such class upon th^ taxable property in such districts sufficient to prodece an 
amount equal tc all costs of the education of such pupils which are in excess of the 
amounts apportioned from the State School Fund fur the average daily attendance 
of such pupils. The amount received from this tax ahall be deposited In the county 
school service fund. 

The tax shall be levied and collected on a curt^nt basis during the fiscal year 
on the basis of estimates of average daily attendance levels, assessed valuation 
levels^ and the other factors Involved, Excoss amounts collected in any year may 
be applied to reduction of the tax in succeeding fiscal years, and the amount to be 
raised by the tax in any fiscal year may be increased by the amount of defli;iency 
in the tax collected in prior fiscal years, 

Detennlnation of Allowances 

895.10, The Superintendent of Public Instruction shall prescribe the pro- 
cedures for qualifying for and shall determine the amount of the allowances for 
sneclal regular day classes and for authorized instruction In other than special 
regular day classes for education of mentally retarded pupils. 

Contract for Education of Physically Handicapped, Mentally Retarded, or Educationally 
Hand Icapped Pupl Is 

895. 12 * Notvlthfltandlng any other provisions of this code, any school district 
having an average daily attendance of ^00,000 or more, as shown by the annual report 
of the county superintendent of schools for the preceding year, may contract with a 
county superintendent of schools or with another school district, pursuant to Sect:lon 
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1062, for the education of physlcAlly handicapped pupils, mentally retanled pupils, 
or educationally handicapped pupils of any contracting party. Any such contract shall 
require f.he district whose pupils are receiving educational services thereunder to 
pay all cosCis of such educational services which are In excess of the ataounts which 
nay be received by the party providing the educational services, apportioned from 
the State School Fund for the average dally attendance of such pupils. Whenever a 
county superintendent of schools Is a party 60 such a contract, no tax fiiall be 
levied to defray the costs of educational services under the contract by any party 
other than the school district whose pupils are receiving such educational services. 

Duty of Governing Board In Certain Dlsttlcts to Prescribe and Enforce Course of Study 
for Mentally Retarded Pupils 

8052. The governing board of any school district with more than 8,000 pupils 
In average dally attendance shall prescribe and enforce In the schools a course of 
study for mentally retarded pupils as defined In Sections 6902 and 6903 of this code. 

Duty of County &xd to Prescribe and Enforce Course of Study for Mentally Retarded 
Pupils 

8053. Each county board of education shall prescribe and enforce a county 
course of study for trdntally retarded pupils as defined In Sections 6902 and 6903 
of this code. Such county course of study shall be used In special education pro- 
grams foi^ mentally retarded pupils conducted by the county superintendent of schools 
and In school districts with an average dally attendance of 8,000 or less. 

Funds for Work Experience Programs for Mentally Retarded Pupil s 

5989.5. The governing board of any schcol district which established and 
supervises a work experience education profram In which mentally retarded pupils 
are employed In part-time Jobs may use funds derlveo from any source, to the extent 
permissible by appropriate l^iw or regulation^ to pay the wages of pupils so employed. 

The Legislature hereby flndp and declares that the authority granted by the 
provisions of this section is necessary to ensure that the work experience education 
program will continue to provide maximum educational baneflt to students, particularly 
raentalLy retarded pupils, and that such program Is deemed to serve a public purpose. 

CHAPTER 9. EDUCATION OF MENTALLY RETARDED PUPILS 

Definition 

6901. "Mentally retarded pupils" means all pupils under the age of 21 years 
who because cf retarded Intellectual development as determined by Individual 
psychological examination wre incapable of being educated efficiently and profit- 
ably through ordinary classroom instruction. 

The reference to "under the age of 21 yv^ars" in this section is unaffected by 
Section I of Chapter 17AS of the Statutes of 1971 or any other provision of that 
chapter. 

Education of Certain Mentally Retarded Pupils; Annusl Report 

6902. The education of mentally retarded pupils who are of compulsory school 
age and who may be expected to benefit from special educational facilities designed 
to make them economically useful and socially adjusted shall be provided sll eligible 
pupils In Che manner set forth in Sections 6901 to 69L3, inclusive, and in Sections 
895 tp 895.10, inclusive. Suw.i special education may be provided to mentally re- 
tarded pupils who ere between five years nine months and six years of age and those 
abov^ compulsory school age and less than 21 years 0.I age. 
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An annual leport shall be made by eac^ school district or county superintendent 
of schools to the Department of Education indicating the number of eligible pupils 
for whoip no audi special education is provided and the reason th^ra<or« 

The reference to ''less than 21 years of age" In this section is unaffected by 
Section I of Chapter 1748 of the Statutes of 1971 or any other provision of that 
chapter • 

Admission; Individual Evalu a tion; Interim Placement of Pupil; Local Admi.ision Committee 

6902«03. (a) Admission of a minor to a special i^.ducational program for the 
mentally retarded established under the provisions of Sections 6901 to 6913, inclusive^ 
and In SecLlons 895 to 895«7, incluiiive, shAll be made only on ihe basis of an 
Individual evaluation according to standards established by the State Board of Educci-* 
tion and upon individual recommendation of a local admission comm^.ttee which shall 
include an administrator in charge of special education programs in the district or 
county 01 other administrator designated by the school district or county superin- 
tendent of schools, an experienced special education teacher, a school nurse, and 
a school psychoiwgist who has examined the child under considei. ation for eligibility 
and placement. 

Whenever possible, the person serving on the admission committee for mentally 
retarded minors may also serve on the admission cormittee for educationally handi* 
capped minors. 

The admission committee shall use such medical reports as are needed to properly 
evaluate the child. The admission commiti:ee shall have the sorvices or presence of 
other pupil personnel workers, educational specialists^ school nurses, social 
workers, or physicians as the committee may require and request* Such recommendation 
shall include a statement that in the professional Judgment of the members of the 
admission committee the minor recommended for placement in any program for the 
mentally retarded can reasonab!./ be expected to benefit from such placement. Any 
member of the local admlssj.on committee dissenting from the final committee recom* 
tnendation shall attach to the final recommendation a statement of reaaor^ for 
such objection. 

(b) The administrative heed of a school district or office of the county 

superintendent of schools may make an interim placement of a pupil in a prog/am for 
the mentally retarded ror a period not to exceed 30 schooldays whenever a pupil 
transfers into the school district from another school district in which his lest 
enrollment wsb in a program for mentally retarded minors* Such an interim placement 
may be made without the complete documentaticA specified in subdivision (a). 3efore 
the expiration of the 30*day period such interl. placement shall be reviewed by the 
admission committee and a final recoimnendatlon shall be made by the committee in 
accord with the requirements of this chv.pter. The committee may utilize information, 
records, and reporta from the admission comir.ittee proceedings of the school district 
or county program from which the pupil transferred. 

Repreaenr a t ive of Pupil 

6902.053. Whenever any pupil is being evaluated for placement in a program /or 
mentally retarded pupils by an adniiaJi^n committee purauant to Section 6902.05, the 
parent or guardian of the pupil may have s physician, optometrist^ psychologist, 
social worker, or teacher, whether certificated or not, represei^c the pupil and 
present additional material. If any, to assist the admission coctmittee in its deter- 
mination with respect to the pupil. 

The representative so selected shall have no decisionmaking power with respect 
to any determination to be made by the admission committee. The representative so 
selected may he an employee of the school district. 



Legi8lative Intent 

6902.06. The Legislature finds and declares that the people of California have 
a primary interest in providing e(;ual educational opportunity to children oi all 
ethnic, socioeconomic, and cultural groups and that, pupils should not be assigned 
to special classes or other special programs for the mertally retarded if they can 
be served in regular classes. 

The Legislature hereby finds and declares that there should not be dlspro- 
portlonare enrollment of any uocloeconomic, minority, or ethnic group pupils In 
classes for the mentally retarded and that the verbal portion of the intelligence 
tests which are utilized by some schools for such placement tends Lo underestimate 
the academic ability of such pupils. 

Ment.^lly Retarded Pupils; Verbal and Nonverbal Intelligence Test 

6902.07. Before any pupil is admitted to a special education program for 
mentally retarded pupils established pursuant to this chapter or Article 10 
(commencing with Section 895) of Chapter A of Division 3, the pupil shall be given 
verbal or n 'verbal individual Ittelligence tests in the primary home language in 
which the pupil is most fluent and has the best speaking ability and capaci':y to 
understand. Such tests shall be selected from a list a».proved by the State Board 
of Education. 

Reteat Ing 

6902.08. All pupils presently participating in special education programs for 
the mentally retarded under the provisions of Sections 6901 to 6913, inclusive, and 
In Sections 895 to 895.10, Inclusive, shall be reteated according to the provisions 
of Section 6902.06 prior to the conclusion of the 1970 calendar year, 

Standard Measurement of Error; Psychological Examination; Primary Language other 
than English; Coniierence with parents re Placement; Permission of Parent 

6902.085. No pupil shall be placed in a special education class for the mentally 
retarded if he scores higher than two standard deviations below the norm, considering 
the standard irror of measurement, on an Individual intelligence test selected from 
a list apprcved by the State Board of Education except as provided in Section 690?., 095. 

No pupil shall be placed in a special education program for the mentally re- 
tarded when he is being tested In a language other than English if he scores higher 
than two standard deviations below the norm, consldfering the standard error of 
measurement, on the nonverbal intelligence test or on the nonverbal portion of an 
individual intelligence test which includes both verbal and n^snverbal portions 
except as provided in Section 6902,095. 

No pupil may be placed in a special education program for the mentally retarded 
unless a complete psychological examination by a credentialed school psychologist 
investigating such factors as developmental history, cultural background, and school 
achievement substantiates the retarded intellectual dcrvelopmt'nt indicated by the 
Individual test scores. This examination shall Include estimates of adaptive 
behavior. Until adaptive behavior scales are normed and approved by the .'^ate 
Board of Kducation, such adaptability testing ah.iU include, but is not limited to, 
a visit, vith the consent of the parent or guardian, to the pupil's home by the 
school psycliologlst or a person designated by the chief administrator of the 
district, upon the recommendation of the school psychologist, and interviews of 
members of the pupil's family at their home. If the language spoken in thi home 
is other than English, such interviews shall be conducted in the language of the 
'icme , 
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In the ci\Be of a pupil whose primary home language Is other than English^ 
the psycholcglcal evaluation shall be conducted in the pupil's primary home 
language, it «hall be administered by a credentlaled school psychologist fluent 
in the language of the pupil. In the event such a person is not available, an 
interpreter qualified in the primary home language of the pupil shall be provided 
to assure effective cormunication between the pupil and the school psychologist 
administering the evaluation. The district shall provide the interpreter with 
in-service training in the application of evaluation techniques and procedures, 
such training to be given under the direction of a school psychologist according to 
guidelines established by the State Board of Education. 

After a pupil has br;en screened and referred, written permission for the 
Individual psychological evaluation shall be secured in a conference with a school 
official and the parent or guardian or his authorized represent^itive. After the 
individual psychological evaluation in completed, the psychologist shall confer 
with the parent or guardian or his author ir.ed representative regarding the recom- 
mendation to the admission committee. Following the admission committee meeting, 
a committee member shall meet with the parent or guardian or his authorized ;*epre- 
sentatlve to discuss the coamlttee conclusion and to obtain written permission for 
placement « 

No pupil shall be placed in a special education class for the mentally retarded 
without the written consent of the parent or guardian of the child after a complete 
explanation of the special education program. Permission docur*ents for individual 
psychological evaluation, and placaments, shall be written In English and In the 
language of the parent or guardian. Conferences and notices to inform the parent 
or guardian of r.he nature of the placement process, the committee conclusion, and 
the special education program shall be in the home language" of the parent or guardian^ 

Misplacement; Parents; Hearing re Withdrawal 

6902.09. Any pupil who is determined to be misplaced in a special education 
program for the mentally retarded pursuant to Section 6902.08 shall be withdrawn 
from such a program upon consultation with his parents or guard Un. Such a pupil 
may be placed in a compensatory education program or any similar supplementary 
educational program conducted by the district with the goal of accelerating his 
educational attainment so chat he may participate In the regular instruction of 
the district. 

If a parent or guardian objects to the withdrawal of his child or ward from a 
special education class or program provided pursuant to Section 6902 or 6903, he 
may request a hearing regarding such withdrawal. The hearing shall be held not 
less than 20 nor more than 30 days after the request is made. 

For purposes of Section 6902, the hearing panel shall consist of a credentlaled 
school psychologist, a teacher currently instructing a special education class at 
the same grade level in which the pupil is enrolled, but who is not an employee of. 
school district involved, and a special education ridmlnlstrator , each of whom shall 
be designated by the county superintendent of schools. In any case in which it is 
not practicable to secure the services on the panel ot a person or persons having 
the qualif iciitions herein specified, the county superintendent of schools may desig- 
nate for service on the panel a person or persons not having such qualifications but 
whom the superintendent deems otherwise qualified to serve. The panel, by majority 
vote mr.y uphold or reverse the action taken by the district to withdraw the pupil 
from the program. The decision of the panel Is binding upon the school district. 
Upon a decision by the panel to reverse the district decision, the pupil shall be 
readmitted to ^ special education class tor the mentally retarde^i notwithstanding 
Section 6902.085, except that in no case shall a pupil scoring higher than one 



standard deviation below the norm, considering the standard error of measurement, 
be readmitted to such a class. 

For purposes of Section 6903, the hearing panel shall consist of a credentlaled 
school psychologist designated by the county superintendent of schools of the county 
In which the school Is located, the medical director or his appointee of the 
nearest regional center for the mentally retarded, and a teacher, designated by the 
county superintendent of schools, currently Instructing a special eiucatlon class at 
the same grade level In which the pupil is enrolled, but who is not an employee of 
the school district Involved. The panel, by majority vote may uphold or reverse 
the action taken by the district to withdraw the pupil from the program. The decision 
of the panel is binding upon the school district. Upon a decision by the panel to 
reverse the district decision, the pupil shall be readmitted to a special education 
class for the mentally retarded notwithstanding Section 6902,085, except that in no 
case shall a pupil scoring higher than one standard deviation below the norm, 
considering the standard error of measurement, be readmitted to such a class* 

The hearings shall be conducted pursuant to rules and regulations adopted by 
the State Board of Education, 

E xceptions Notwithstanding Test Scores; Annual Reports 

6002.095, In exceptional circumstances, after an examination of all pertinent 
information, including relevant cultural and adaptive behavior data, the admission 
committee may by unanimous vote agree to place a pupil in a special education class 
for the mentally retarded in spite of an individual test score higher than two 
standard deviations below the norm considering the standard effor of measurement. 
The coranittee shall take notice of and be guided by the legislative intent expressed 
in Section 6902,06, Upon such unanimous agreeotent, a written report indicating 
the decision of the comnlttee, and the reasons therefor, shell be sent to the 
parent or guardian of the pupil. 

Beginning in the 1971-1972 school year, each school district shall report 
annually to the Department of Education: 

(a) The ethnic breakdown of the children placed in special education 
classes for the mentally retarded in the district, 

(b) The ethnic breakdown of the children riewly placed in such classes: 

(1) By the standard admissions procedure, and 

(2) By the exceptional unanimous consent procedure described in this 
section. 

If the percentage of children from any minority ethnic group in such classes 
varies by 15 percent or more from the percentage of such children in the district 
as a whole, an explanation for such variation shall be attached to the report to 
the Department of Education, 

Racial and Ethnic Composition 

6902,10, The Superintendent of Public Instruction shall annually report to the 
State Board of Education on those districts in which there is a significant verlance 
in racial and ethnic composition between special education classes for mentally 
retarded p iplls established pursuant to Sections 6901 to 6913 and the regular 
enrollment of the dlstrlci. 
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Enrollment of Mentally Ref rdad Puplli 

6902.1. Mentally retarded pupils \$ho come within the provltlone of Section 
6902 may be enrolled in integrated program! of inatructlon conducted by a school 
district or a county superintendent of Schools* 

(a) An integrated program of instruction for mentally retarded pupils 
shall be defined as a program in which mentally retarded pupils, who are enrolled 
In a special day class taught by a teacher holding a valid credential to teach 
exceptional children shall be so designated when they are integrated in tegular 
classes in which tUa content and method of Instruction has been modified to the 
extant that mentally retarded pupils can benefit from such integration. 

The school district or ctninty superintendent of schools conducting the inte« 
grated program of instruction shall be entitled to an apportionment equal to the 
amount which would have been credited to them had these pupils been enrolled full 
time in a special day class 1:or the mentally retarded. 

(b) Wlienever the nuisber o« mentally letarded pupils is less than six in 
each of one or more schools of a district or schools served by a county superin- 
tendent and the distance between any school also having mentally retarded pupils 
is excessive, prohibiting the reasonable transportation of pupils, such pupils may 
be instructed in the regular classes of the district or county with prior approval 
of the Superintendent of Public Instruction, providing an instructional aide is 
employed in each such regular class for the regular schoolday and that supervision 
of the instructional program for mentally retarded pupils is provided by a person 
holding credentials to teach the mentally retarded. School rlistrlcts providing 
Integrated programs under this subdivision shall be qualified for the individual 
apportionment under subdivision (h) of Section 18102.9. 

(c) Such programs shall he conducted in accordance with rules and regula- 
tions established by the State Board of Education. 

Funding for Integrated Program s 6901!. 1. (b) 

18102.9. (1) In addition to the allowances provided under Sections 18102 to 
18102.6, inclusive, the Superintendent of Public Inscruction shall allow to school 
districts and countv superintei dents of schools fo-. each unit of average daily 
attendance an amount as follows 



(h) For the instruction of mentally vetarded pupils in regular day classes, 

one thousand eighteen dollars ($l,018)«*»u 

(2) (a) The allowances provided under Sectlonb 18102 to 18102.6, Inclusive, 

may be increased proportionately on account of special lay classes convened, or 
other instruction provided a pupil, for dayi) in a school year which aie in excess 
of t he number of days in the school year on which the rv.gular day schools of a 
district are convened* ... 

Programs for Mentally Retarded Pupils 

6907.2. Programs for mentally retarded pupils identifiable pursuant to Section 

6902.05 are: 

(a) Special day classes (elementary and secondary), A class established 

for mentally retarded pupils (as defined by Section 6902.05). The class shall be 
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maintained for at lease the iKlnlmum schcolday. The class shall be taught by a 
full-time teacher whose responsibility is to teach pupils enrolled In the class for 
the schoolday as established by the governing board for regular classes for pupils 
who are at the highest grade 7dvel In the special class, 

(b) An Integrated program of instruction, A program for mentally retarded 

pupils In which mentally retarded pupils, who are enrolled in a special day class 
taught by a teacher holding a valid credential to teach exceptional chlldi.n, are 
Integrated in regular classes in which the content and vnethod of instruction has 
been mv^dlfled to the extent that mentally retarded pupils can benefit from such 
Integration. Such programs shall be conduc ed in accordance with rules and regula- 
tions established by the State Board of Education, 

Maximum Enrollment 

6902.3. The maximum enrollment of pupile enrolled in special day classes as 
defined by fubdivision (a) of Section 6902.2 shall be 18 pupils except that when 
the chronological age 8p«^n is more than four years the appropriate maximum enroll* 
ment shall be 15 pupils. 

The Superintendent of Public Instruction may waive the maximum class size 
standards prescribed by this section whenever it approves a project submitted by 
a school distrust or county superintendent of schools to conduct experimental 
studies to determine the proper class size standards* 

If after the beginning of the school year it is determined that classes are 
at maximum size, that additional pupils will be vlthout schooling unless additional 
classes are established, and that additional qualified teachers are not available 
ior employment, a school district or a county superintendent of schools may, on 
forme provided for this purpose by the Department of Education, request permission 
of the Superintendent of Public Instruction to exceed the maximum class size for all 
or a part of the remalnd'^r of the school year. The Superintendent of Public Instruc- 
tion may approve such '^aest for all or a part of the remainder of the school year, 
provided the maximum si^e is not Increased by more than two pupils above the 
m«xintu3 enrollment specified. 

Continuance in Program Subject to Review 

6902.4. Continuance of pupils in special xeducation programs for the mentally 
retarded authorized under Section 6902 shall be the subject of annual review and 
recommrandatlon by the local li.dmlsslon connlttee to determine whether continued 
placement in the special educational program is appropriate. 

Participation; Consultation With Parent 

6902.5. No pupil shall be required to participate in a program for mentally 
retarded pupils unless the local admission committee or a member of the local 
admission coamiittee appointed by such committee has personally consu" ted with the 
parent or guardian of the pupil regarding the retarded intellectual development of 
the pupil. 

Provisions for Education of Mentally Retarded Pupils Not Within Provisions of 
Section 6902 

6903. The education of mentally retarded pupils who do not come within the 
provisions of Section 9602, who are six or more, and less than 18 years of age and 
who may be expected to benefit from special educational facilities designed to 
educate and train them to further their individu&l acceptance, social adjustment, 
and economic usefulness in their homes and within a sheltered environment, shall 
be provided for in the manner set forth in Sections 6901 to 6913, inclusive, and in 
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Sections 895 to 895^10, Inclusive* The education of such mentally retarded pupils 
who are five or more and less than six years of age taay be provldsd for in the 
manner set forth in Sections 6901 to 6913^ inclusive^ and in Sections 895 to 895* 10, 
inclusive* 

Any such pupil who becomes 18 years of age while in attendance upon a spi'.clal 
training school or class shall be permitted to continue to attend thereon for the 
remainder of the time such school or class la maintained during the then current 
school year* 

Notwithstanding other provisions of this section any such pupil who is parti* 
clpatlng regularly in an approved occupational training program in the manner 
set forth in Sections 6931 and 6932 may be permitted by the governing board of 
the district or county superintendent of schools, as the case may be, maintaining 
such training program to continue thereon until his 21st birthday* 

llie reference to "21st birthday" in this section is not affected by Chapter 1748 
of the Statutes of 1971* 

Participation of Mentally Retarded Pupils Not Within Provisions of Section 6902; 
Special Day Class Program 

6903,1* Mentally retarded pupils identified pursuant to Section 6^>03 shall 
participate in a special day class program for mentally retarded pupils* The class 
shall be maintained for at least the minimum schoolday* The class shall be taught 
by a full-time teacher whose responsibility is to teach pupils enrolled in the 
class for the schoolday established by the governing board for regular classes for 
pupils who are at the highest grade level in the special class* 

Annual Report 

6903*3* An annual report shall be made by each school district or county 
superintendent of schools to the Department of Education indicating the number of 
eligible pupils under Section 9603 for whom no such education Is provided and 
the reason therefor* 

Special Training Schools or Classes in Elementary* High School* or Unified School 
District 

6904* The governing board of any elementary or unified school district 
which has an average daily attendance of 900 or more in the elementary schools of 
the district, or any high school district which has an average daily attendance of 
900 or more shall provide for the education in special training schools or classes 
of mentally retarded pupils residing in the district who come within the provisions 
of Section 6902 and who are not in attendance upon other special training schools 
or classes maintained under the provisions of Sections 6901 to 6913, inclusive* 

The governing board of any elementary or unified school district which has an 
average daily attendance of 8,000 or more in the elementary schools of the district 
and any unified or high school district which has an average dally attendance of 
8,000 or more In the high schools of the district shall provide for the education 
in special training schools or classes of mentally retarded pupils residing in the 
district who come within the provisions of Section 6903 and who are not in attendance 
upon other special training schools or classes maintained under the provisions of 
Sections 9601 to 6913, inclusive* 

With the approval of the county superintendent of schools, thh governing board 
of any elementary or unified school district which has an average daily attendance 
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of less than 8,000 in the elementary schools of the district, and any unified or 
high school district which has an average daily attendance of less than 8,000 in 
the high schools of the district may provide for the education in special training 
schools or classes of mentally retarded pupils residing in the district who come 
witliin the provisions of Section ^90^ as may be admitted to such schools or classes* 

The governing hoard of aay elementary, unified, and high school districts re- 
quired to provide for the eUacatlor In special training schools or classes of ni^*ntally 
retarded minors residir^g in the dlfitrict who come within the provisions of Section 
6903, may with the approval of the Superintendent of Public Instruction, enter into 
an agreement with a county superintendent of schools for the latter to provide for 
the education of such mentally retarded pupils* 

The governing boards of olement£iry, unified, and high school districts may 
enter into agreements for the education in special training schools or classes of 
mentally retarded pupils residing in the districts parties to such agreement pro- 
viding such agreements are reported through the county superintendent of schools to 
the Superintendent of Public Instruction. 

No community college shall initiate new programs relating to mentally retarded 
pupils after May 1, 1973, except programs planned before July 1, 1972, or programs 
which are not solely or partially financed by state funds* 

Determination of Grade Level of Mentally Retarded Classes for Apportionment Purposes 

6904^1^ The Superintendent of Public Instruction shall adopt regulations pre- 
scribing the conditions under which the education of mentally retarded pupils under 
Sections 6902 and 6903 shall be the responsibility of either the elementary schools 
or the high schools maintained by school districts, and for determining when such 
pupils in classes maintained by a school district or a county superintendent of 
schools shall be designated as of eoementary or secondary grade for attendance and 
state apportionment purposes » 

Coordination of Activities by Certificated Person in Counties with over 25^000 Pupils 

690^^2, The county superintendent of schools of a county with more than 25,000 
pupils in average dally attendance, and in which at least 50 percent of the mentally 
retarded pupils in the county are enrolled in classes conducted by the county super- 
intendent, shall employ at leatit one full-time certificated person to coordinate 
activities involved in the preparation, adoption, revision, use and enforcement of 
a course of study for mentally retarded pupils in special schools and classes con- 
ducted by the county superintendent and by school districts in which the county 
course of study is required to be used* The minimum professional requirement for 
employment in such position shall be the holding of a regular teaching credential 
with authorization to teach the laentally retarded. 

A county board of education <>f a county with 25,000 or less pupils average 
daily attendance or tlie governing board of any school district with an average 
dally attendance of mor^ than 8,000 may cooperate with a county superintendent of 
schools of 25,000 or more pupils in average daily attendance in the development of 
a course of study for mentally retarded pupils educated by them. 

Experimental Program for Montally Retarded Pupils 

690A.3t Mentallv re*:arded pupils who come within the provisions of Section 
6902 or 6903 may be enrolled in experimental programs conducted by a school district 
or a county superintendent of schools • Experimental programs for such minors shall 
be approved in advance by tht: Department of Education, 



The school district or county superintendent of schools conducMng the 
experimental program shall be entitled to an apportionment equal to the amount 
which would have been credited to rhem had these pupils been enrolled full time 
In a special day clais for the mentally retarded. 

Four-year Secondary School ProRram in Certain Districts 

690A.5. The gcvernlng board of a unified or high school district with an 
average dally attendance of 900 or tnoro shall provide, a four-year secondary school 
program for each mentally retarded pupil residing In the district who cowes within 
the provisions jf Section 6902 and for whom the district Is required to provide 
an education In special training schools or classes pursuant to Section 6904. 

Special Training Classes In Certain High School Districts 

6905. The governing board of any high school district which has an average 
dally attendance of less than 900 may establish and maintain special training 
schools or classes for the education of such mentally retarded pupils as may be 
admitted to such schools or classes by the governing board of the district. 

Establishment of Minimum Standards 

6906. The Department of Education shall establish minimum standards for 
all such special schools and classes and shall enforce these standards through-out 
the State. 

i)Lplomd £rom Special School 

6906.5. The governing board of each unified or high school district which is 
required or authorized to maintain special training schools for mentally retarded 
pupils who come within the provisions of Section 6902 shall issue a diploma or other 
certificate of graduation to each person who has met the minimum standards of the 
State Board of Education for such special schools and such diploma or certificate 
of graduation shall not contain any notation or other evidence which Indicates 
that the graduate Is a mentally retarded person. 

Individual Examination of Child by Psychologist 

6908. Before any child Is placed In a school or class for mentally retarded 
children, he shall be given a careful Individual examination by a credentlaled 
school psychologist, or by a person serving under the supervision of such a school 
psychologist and holding a credential for that purpose Issued by the State Board 

of Education and a consultation with his parents or guardian held. A psychiatrist 
or psychologist may be consulted In any specific case when the governing board of 
the district deems It necessary. 

Objection to Examination by Parent or Guardian 

6909. No examination as specified In Sections 6901 to 6913, Inclusive, 
shall be given If the parent or guardian objects on the ground that such examina- 
tion is contrary to the religious beliefs of such parent or guardian. 

Interdistrlct Agreements for Education and Transportation 

6910. The governing board of any school district otherwise required or 
authorized to maintain special training schools and classes under Sections 6904 and 
6905 for mentally retarded pupils may provide for the education of such pupils In, 
and for the transportation of such pupils to, special training schools or classes 
maintained by another school district under Sections 6901 to 6913, Inclusive, or by 
a county superintendent of schools under Sections 895 to 895.10, Inclusive, subject 
to such terms and conditions as may be agreed upon. 
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Provision for Transportation in Lieu of ARreement 

6911. In lieu of entering Into an agreement for the transportation of 
mentally retarded pupiU by the school district or county superintendent of schools, 
in the special training schools and classes of which the education of such pupils 

1$ provided under Section 6910 or 895 .4, the school district or county superin* 
tendent of schools of the county required to provide for their education m«iy pro- 
vide such transportatiofi. 

QualiflcQtion for Teachers 

6912. Wo person shall be employed as a teacher of mentally retarded pupils 
w*io does not hold a valid credential for the education of mentally retarded children. 
Nothing herein shall be deemed to prohibit the employnisnt^ as a substitute teacher 

of each special training class ot mentally retarded children for not more than 20 
schooldays in any school year, of a person holding some other valid credential 
authorizing substitute teaching. 

6912,3. Notwithstanding Section 6912, any person may be employed to teach 
mentally retarded pupils in a sheltered workshop, occupational training program, 
ot any other vocational education program if that person holds a designated sub** 
Jects teaching credential in a subject related to the program in which the person 
is employed* 

Individual Social and Vocational Counseling 

6912.3. Individual counseling and guidance in social and vocational matters 
shall be provided as part of the instructional program for mentally retarded pupils. 
Upon approval by the State Department of £ducation the governing board of any 
school district may separately, or in cooperation with the governing board or 
boards of one or more other school districts » or In cooperation with the Bureau of 
Vocational Rehabilitation of the State Department of Education, employ a special 
coordinator, who shall c^ake a study of employment and occupational opportunities 
and shall assist in the coordination of the education of the mentally retarded 
pupils with the commercial and industrial pursuits of the community, ao as to pre* 
pare the pupils for employment. 

Determination of Allowances 

6913. The Superintendent of Public Instruction shall prescribe the pro- 
cedures for qualifying for and shall determine the amount of the allowances for 
special regular day classes and for authorized instruction in other than special 
regular day classes of mentally retarded pupils. 

Apportionment to School Districts for Mentally Retarded Pupils and Physically 
Handicapped pupils 




6914. Whenever any school district maintains special training schools or 
classes for the education of mentally retarded pupils who come within the provisions 
of Section 6903, or special schools, classes or Integrated programs where a quali- 
fied special teacher is provided for the education of physically handicapped pupils 
who come within the provisions of Sections 6801 and 6802, the governing board of 

the school district may apply to the Superintendent of Public Instruction for an 
apportionment pursuant to Sections 6914 to 6919, inclusive* 

Application for Apportionment to School Districts for Mentally Retarded Pupils and 
Physical ly Handicapped Pupils 

6915. The application shall be made prior to September 1st of each school 
year in the form and manner prescribed by the Superintendent of Public Instruction 
and shall Include an estimate of the average dally attendance that will be credited 
to Jiuch schools, claases or Integrated programs during the school year for which 

an advance apportionment is requested. Such estimate shall be based upon the number 
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ot pupils residing In the district or In an adjacent district that come within 
the provisions of Sections 6801, 6802, and 6903 and who will attend such schools, 
classes or Integrated programs, and shall be subject to the approval of the 
Superintendent o£ Public Instruction. 

Amount of Apportionment for Mentally Retarded Pupils and Physically Handicappe d 
Pupils 

6916, Not later than 30 days after such application, the Superintendent of 
Public Instruction, If he approves, shall apportion to each applicant school district 
from the State General Fund, as an advance against future apportionments from the 
State School Fund to such district, an amount equal to the maximum amount allowable 
for eoch type of program included In the request per unit of average dally attendance 
to school districts for the excess expense of educating mentally retarded pupils 
who come within the provisions of Section 6903, and physically handicapped pupils 
who come within the provisions of Sections 6801 and 6802 multiplied by eight and 
the product thereof multiplied by the number of special classes or Integrated pro- 
grams maintained by the applicant school district for such pupils. 

Entitlement to Free Educa Ion 

6920. Every mentally retarded, physically handicapped, or multiply handicapped 
pupil, as defined In Section 6870, is entitled to training or an education free of 
charge in the public schools of this state. 

CHAPTER 9,5, OCCUPATIONAL TRAINING PROGRAMS FOR PHYSICALLY HANDICAPPED AMD MENTALLY 
RETARDED MINORS 

Establishment and Conduct of Training Programs 

6931, The State Board of Education may adopt rules and regulations governing 
the establishment and conduct of programs for preparing physically handicapped and 
mentally retarded pupils enrolled in special day classes for suitable occupations. 
Such programs shall provide for physically handicapped and mentally retarded puplle 
under the age of 21 years who are unable to profit by courses of work experience 
education as provided in A-rtlcle 5,5 (commencing with ;)ection 5985) of Chapter 6 

of Division 6. 

The reference to "under the age of 21 years" in this section is unaffected by 
Section 1 of Chapter 1748 of the Statutes of 1971 or »ny other provision of that 
chapter. 

"Minor" 

6931.5. For the purposes of this chapter, "minor" means any person under 21 
years of age notwithstanding Section 25 of the Civil Code or any other provision 
of law. 

Contracts With Sheltered Workshops 

6932. School districts and county superintendents of schools may contract 
ith sheltered workshops and other work establishments approved for supervised 

occupational training of physically handicapped and mentally retarded pupils under 
Che age of 21 yearr, and reimburse such sheltered workshops and work establishments 
for the expenses Incurred In the training of such pupils. 

The reference to "under the age of 21 ycarff" in this section is unaffected by 
ieotlon 1 of Chapter 1748 of the Statutes of 19< or any other provision of that 
chapter. 
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Contractti With Department ot Kehabilltation or With Other Governing Boards or 
Country Superintendents; Employees; Cer tiiicatio.n 

6933. The governing board of any school district, or the county super in- 
tendent of schools of any county, maintaining secondary schools may enter into 
contracts with the governing hoards of other such school districts^ or with a county 
superintendent of schools, and with any department or agency of the state to obtain 
or provide services and other assistance necessary in connection with providing 
effective rehabilitation services, to include but not limited to occupational 
training, mobility training, sheltered workshops and work-»experlene:e programs. 

Any school district governing board, or the ccunty superintendent of schools 
of as.y county, which enters into a contract with the State Department of Rehabilita- 
tion under this section may employ, or allow to be employed, in the 
school district or with a county superintendent of sc^ools, employees of the State 
Department of Rehabilitation or other persons not employed by the department but 
certified by the department to be fully qualified for such employment, A certifi* 
cation to the State Department of Education by the State Department of Rehabilita** 
tion that the individual meets all the requiremercs and fulfills all the qualifica* 
tions of that department for the position for which he is being considered shall 
serve as evidence that the individual meets the academic, professional and experience 
requirements for a standard designated services credential with a specialization in 
pupil personnel services as a rehabilitation counselor or mobility instructor for 
the blind, in accordance with requirements adopted by the State Board of Education, 
which the individual must obtain in order to render services in the public schools* 

Notwithstanding any other provision of this code, when an individual is so 
certified by the State Department of Rehabilitation as qualified for employment » 
other teacher certification requirements required by this code or by Title V of 
the California Administrative Code shall be waived for that individual. 

Sponsor or Operate Sheltered Workshops or Training Centers; Job**tralning Situation 
Development; Payment 

6934, County superintendent of schools, high school districts and unified 
school districts which do not have a sheltered workshop available to them within a 
reasonable commuting distance may sponsor or operate sheltered workshops or 
training centers for handicapped students and individuals eligible to attend high 
scnool or adult school, develop Job*- training situations based upon the capabilities 
ol the individual by entering into contracts or subcontracts to produce goods for, 
and provide services for public nd private agencies, private business and industry, 
and pay such students and individuals on a plece-^rate basis from revenues derived 
from any source not otherwise prohibited by law, as regulated by state and federal 
wage and hour laws applicable to persons employed in a sheltered workshop* 

C HAFIER 9.7, HAHDICAPPED CHILDREN 

''Handicapped Children*^ Defined 

6941, As used in this chapter, **handicapped children'* means any of the 
following: 

(a) Physically handicapped pupils as defined in Chapter 8 (commencing 
with Section 6801) of this division. 

(b) Mentally retarded pupils as defined by Sections 6901 and 6902. 

(c) Severely mentally retarded pupils as defined by Sections 6901 and 6903« 




(d) Educationally hatidicrpped pupils as defined in Chapter 7. J (commencing 

with Section 6750) of this division. 



Multihandicapped pupils which refers to any combination of (a), (h), 



(c), d). 
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legislative Intent 

69^7. It ii the intent of the Legislature, in enacting this section, to 
encourage school districts and county superintendents of schools to design, iraplement, 
and evaluate Innovative, exemplary education and training programs for the exceptional 
pupils enrolled In the pubU<: schools of this state. Therefore, the Superinte-^dent 
of Public Instruction is hereby granted broad administrative dlscr-jcfon to approve 
exemplary experimental programs to operate at viirUnce with Fducation Coda Sections 
6421 through 6434, 6750 through 6759, fcdOl through 6820, 6901 through 6933, 11054, 
and 11227. 

Such variance may Iwclude the guarantee of full apt-ortionment for approved 
experimental programs which vary from maximum class size or duration or bot'., and 
rtl.er provisions relating to deriving apportionment per average dally attendance 
when In the opinion of tne Superintendent of Public Inawruction the quality an<f 
Innovaciveness of the experimental program warrants. 

Enrollment in experimental programs for exceptionel pupils shall be limited to 
any combinations of children enrolled In prograne for e>.ceptional pupils as speci- 
fied in this section, at the time of application for approval to operate the 
expert nental program. In any event, no more than 5 percent of the statewide enroll- 
ment of exceptional pupils in each of the programs included li. this section may be 
enrolled in experimental programs in a given fiscal year. 

The Superintendent, of Public Instruction shall adopt rules and regulations 
relating to the application for, operation of, and evaluation of, exemplary 
experimental programs for exceptional pupils. 

This section shall remain in effect for a period of three years following the 
effective date of its enactment, and shall have no force ov effect thereaftero 

Reimbursement for Educat i on of Children Residing in Licenaed Ch ildren's 
Institutions. Institutions, and Family Homes 

6951. Whenever a school district provides education in kinaergarten or 
grades 1 through 12 for children who reside in a regularly established licensed 
children's institution located either within or without the boundaries of the 
district, the districf: shall be reimbursed for the actual cost of educating each 
such child by the county or city and county In which the child resided prior to 
his admission to the children's institution. Whenever a school district provides 
education in kindergarten or grades 1 through 12 for children who reside in an 
Institution or in a family home, pursuant to a commitment or placement undet Chapter 
2 (commencing with Section 500) of Part 1 of Division 2 of the Welfare and Insti- 
tutions Code, located either within or without the boundaries of the district, or 
whenever a school district provides education in special schools or classes for 
mentally retarded pupils coming within the provisions of Section 6902 or 6903, 
physically handicapped ».upils coming within the provisions of Section 6801, or 
educationally handicapped pupils educated pursuant to Section 6751.5, who reside 
in a licenaed children's institution or family home located either within or without 
the boundaries of the district, the district shall be reimbursed for the actual 
cost of educating each such child by the county or city and county in which the 
child resided prior to his admission to the institution or home. If the child s 
prior residence cannot be ascertained or if his residence was outside the State of 
California, the distric shall be reimbursed for the actual cost of educating such 
child by the county or city and county in which the institution or family home is 
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located* The pupil residing \n an institution or family home under thi# scition 
doe£» not acquire residency.^ in the district wherein the institution OT family hoine 
is located during the period ot residence In the institution or fac^^iy home* 

Reports of Referrals 

695U5. Every person^ associstion, corporation or pubMc sg^ncy who maintains 
or conducts a children'^ iiistitutlon or engages in referring children to family 
homas shili report to the county superintendent of schools of the county wher^ "he 
school district providing education Tor children pursuant to Section 6931 of the 
Education Code is situated^ within 30 days, any referral to such lamily hom^ or 
any sdot^ission to such children's institution and the ^tounty cr city and county in 
which each such child resided prior to his referral to such family home or admission 
to such institution* 

Such county superintendent shall notify the school district which provides 
(t<)ucation for children pursu.^nt to Section 6931 of the Euucatlon Code of such 
referra' or admission* 

;4 yment and Determination of Cost c f iSducating Minor 

6952* The county or city and ooynty of which any minor described in l^ection 
6950 or Section 6951 is a resident shall at the close of each school year pay to 
the district or county superintendent of school educating such minor the cost of 
educatiag such minor during- the school year. The cost shall be determined by 
dividing the total current expenses of the school district or county superintendent 
of achooLs during such school year less all apportionments from the state or alloca* 
tions from Che federiil government receivad by the district or county superintendent 
of achoola during such school year^ by the total number of units of average daily 
attendance in ruch school district or 1 < programs maintained by the county auper«* 
intondent of schools during such Gchool year. 

The county o^ city and county of which any such minor is a resident shall at 
the close of each school year also pay to the dif)trict or county superintendent 
of schools educating such minot the excess expenditures of educating such minor 
during the school year. The excess expenditures shall he determined by dividing 
the total excess expenditures of :ne school district or county superintenden!: of 
schools during such school year on acco'int of educating such minors less all 
spocidl purpose apportionments from the state or allocations from the federal 
government on account of che excess costs of educating such minora by the total 
number of units of average daily attendance of auch minors in such school » claases^ 
facilities^ or progra^ns during such school year. 

The average daily attendance for all such minors who attend a junior high 
school in accordance with Sections 5601 to 5612, Inclusive^ shall be credited to 
the eletz^entary district in which the institution is located for apportionment 
purposes • 

For tiie purpose of this section ''excess expenditures'' shall mean the additional 
expenditures made by the did tr let during the school year for education of such 
minors described in this chapter. 

P ayment for Use of Buildinaa and Facilities 

6952.5. In addition to any Owner payments required by this chi>.pter, where 
the education of children and minora described in Section 6951 or Section 6950 is 
provided in buildings or facilities owned by the school district or county super- 
intendent of schools^ the county or city and county of the minor's residence shall 
pay to the school district or county superintendent of schools^ for the minor^s use 
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of the buildings and facilities and appurtenant <^qulpment, an amount per unit c;; 
avevege dally attendance of such childien during the school year prescribed b; 
whichever of the foUowini; aubdivialona la applicable: 

va) Thirty-five dollars ($35) If an elementary school district. 

(b) Flfty-flv« dollars ($33) If a high school district.. 

(c) Forty-twc dollars ($42) if. a unified school district. 

(d) Forty-lour dollars ($^4) If a county superintendent of schools. 

The moneys so received by the school district shall be deposited to the credit 
of Its bond Interest and redemption fund or its building fund. The noneys so 
recelveil by the co'-nty superintendent of schools shall be deposited to the credit 
of the county school service fund of the county for use In providing school buildings 
and facilities for the use of the county superintendent of schools in educating 
mentally rerarded minors, physically handicapped minors, and nonimmigrant children, 
as the case may be. 

Except for raerttally retarded minors and physically handicapped minors, no payment 
shall be made to a district under this section for children described in Section 
6951 unless the district educates In kindergarten or grades 1 through 12 at least 
30 children described In Section 6951 In buildings or facllltlfes owned by the 
district. No payment shall be made ro a district under this section for children 
described In Section 6950 unless the district education In kindergarten or grades 
1 through 12 at least 30 children described in SecMon 6950 In buildings or 
facilities owned by the district. 

Forvardlnfi of CUlro for Cost 

6953. The district maintaining such school or classes shall for^jard Its 
claim on forms prescribed by the Superintendent of Public Instruction not later 
than the 15th day of July of each year to the county superintendent of schools of 
the county, or city and county, wherein th« district le located, who shall certify 
and present the claim to the county superintendent of the county, or city and 
county, of the pupil's residence. 

Annual Request for Funds 

6934. The county superintendent of schools In each county, and city and 
county, shall file with the board of supervisors not later than the eights day 
of August of each year a request for sufficient funds to pay the total amount of 
claims presented to him In accordance with this chapter. 

If during any fiscal year th& county superintendent of schools determines 
that an amount of at least one hundred dollars ($100) more or an amount of at 
least one hundred dollars ($100) less than was required for the claim of any 
Individual district under Section 6953 Included In a request filed by him with the 
county board of supervisors during a prior fiscal year, such amount shall, not 
later than the third succeeding fiscal year, be added to or deducted from the 
request for funds for the then current fiscal year. 

Levy and Collection of Tax 

6955. The board of supervisors of each county, and city and county, shall 
annually, at the time and in the manner of levying other county, and city and county 
taxes, levy and cause to be collected a tax for the payment of claims submitted 
pursuant to this chapter. 
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Computation for Mentally Retarded Pupils 

115S3. The average daily attendance of mentally retarded pupils given instruc- 
tlon by a cofmty superintendent of schools shall be computed by dividing the total 
oays of actendance of such pupils during the fiscal year by 175 and the average 
daily attendance sc compared shall be credited to the county school service fund; 
provided^ however, that tUc* average daily attendance of mentally retarded pupils 
coming within the provi^)xCuP of Section 6903 for the purpose of computation of 
transportation allowances under Section 18060, subdivision (b) , shall be computed 
by dividing the total number of days of attendance of such pupils during the 
fiscal year, including the days of attendance at an authorised summer session, by 
175, 

Computation of Average Dally Attendance for Mentally Retarded Pupils 

11553* !• Mentally retarded pupils who come within the provisions of Section 
6902 and who are enrolled in a work-study program approved by ibn Depar{:ment of 
Education shall be credited, for apportionment purposes, one full day of attendance 
for each day of attendance In the approved program* The average: dally attendance 
of mentally retarded puplI^ enrolled in approved programs sheill be computed by 
dividing the total number oi days of attendance of tne pupils by the number of 
days taught in the regular schools of the district. No such pupils shall be 
creuited with more thnn five days of attendance per calendar week or more than the 
number of calendar days axxzh special school or class is maititalnel by the dlatilct 
in each fiscal year* 

Driver * a Training 

17305,7« The Superintendent of Public Instruction shall also allow as other- 
wise provided In Section 17305 for the driver training instruction necesssry to be 
safely tested for a driver's license at rhe Department of Motor Vehicles, those 
physically handicapped minors » mentally retarded minors who come within the pro* 
visions of Section 6902, and educationally handicapped minors who are in attendance 
in a public secondary school in California which offers such qualified instruction, 
and who may qualify for a driver's license, or other license, issued by the California 
Department of Motor Vehicles, a total allowance not to exceed two hundred dollars 
($200) including the reimbursement provisions set forth in Section 18251 to each 
school district and county superintendent of schools* All driver training for 
pupils herein described musi be provided by qualified teachers, as defined by 
Sections 18252.1 and 18?52«2, The provisions of this section may not be applied If 
reimbursement allowable under Sections 18251 to 18255, inclusive^ Is sufficient to 
meet the total cost of instruction as herein described* 

It l8 the Intent of the Legislature that driver training instruction be pro- 
vided pupils as a part of the high school curriculum^ and the Legislature finds and 
declares that exceptional children are entitled to the benefit of such instruction 
so far as cheir individual capabilities permit, understanding that those pupils 
herein described often requirt^ individualized and amplified driver training instruc* 
tlon in order to succeed in becoming safe operators of motor vehicles* Since 
without a means of self ^transportation much of the overall program of education 
and rehabilitation provided lor by the Legislature would be of little avail to the 
person without the mobllir:y required to become a productive and well-adjusted 
member of society, the Legislature further declares that it is incumbent upon the 
state to share in the coat of providing a most needed and desirable program of 
Iriver training instruct lurt lor those exceptional children. 

SEC, 2. This act shall become operative on September 1, 1971, 
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SEC. 3. This act Is an urgency sti^tute necessary for the Immediate preserva- 
tion of the public peace, health or safety within the meaning of Article IV of the 
Constitution and shall go into Inanadlate effect. The facts constituting such 
aecesaity are: 

Educabie mentally retarded minors are receiving special education in secondary 
schools which make them economtcally useful, however ordinary driver instruction 
allowances are insufficient to afford them adequate driver training instruction. 
In order to provide adequate driver training instruction to educabie mentally 
retarded minors, it is necessary that the additional funds made available by this 
act be available at the earliest possible time in the 1971-72 school year. It is 
therefore necessary that this act take immediate effect. 

yundina for Men t ally Retarded Program 

18102.2. The Superintendent of Public Instruction shall allow to each school 
district or county superintendent of schools for the education of mentally retarded 
pupils In special classes during the current fiscal year an amount computed as 
follows: 

(a) He shall divide the average daily attendance in each particular class 
size category by the maximum class size established for each particular class size 
category, and Increase the quotient to the next highest Integer whore a fractional 
amount is produced. 

(b) He shall then determine for each particular class size category the 
product of the amount computed under subdivision (a) multiplied by the maximum 
class size established by law for special day classes for the particular category. 

(c) He shall then multiply the amount computed under subdivision (b) 
by the following amount of the particular level and category: 



Cate<;ory 

Mentally retarded (as defined in 
Section 6902) 

Class-size maximum of 15 

Class-size maximum of 18 , 



Elemen- 
tary 
grades 
(K-8) 



$570 
420 



High 
school 
grades 
(9-12) 



$440 
285 



Community 
col lege 
grades 
(13-14) 



$280 
130 



18102,4, The Superintendent of Public Instruction shall allow to each school 
district or county auperintandent of schools for the education of severely mentally 
retarded pupils in special classes during the current fiscal year an amount computed 
as follows: 

(a) He shall divide the average daily attendance in each particular class 
size category by the maximum class size established for each particular class size 
category, and increase the quotient to the next highest Integer where a fractional 
amount is produced. 

(b) He shall then determine for each particular class size category the 
product of the amount computed under subdivision (a) multiplied by the maximum 
class size established by law for special day classes for the particular category. 
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(c) lie shall chen multiply the amount computed under subdivision (b) by 

the following amount of the particular level and category: 



Category 

Mentally retarded (as defined in 
Section 6903) 

Class-size maximum of 12 



Elemen- 
tary 

grades 
(K-8) 



Mlgh Community 
School college 
grades grades 

(9-12) (13-14) 



$920 



$785 



$630 



Waiver of Maximum Class Size 

18102.8. The governing board of a school district during the current fiscal 
year, or a county superintendent of schools, may apply to the Superintendent of Public 
Instruction whenever sparsity of population or transportation distances make it 
Impoaslble to maintain classes of the maximum size ai prescribed by this code or 
by the State Board of Education. If the Superintendent of Public Instruction, 
upon review, finds that it is impossible to maintain classes of the maximum size 
as prescribed by this code or by the State Board of Education, he may add to the 
amounts allowed under Sections 18102 to 18102.6, inclusive, an amount aufflcient 
to provide for the needed classes, but not more per special class than the applicable 
amounta computed in those sections. 

It is the intent of the Legislature that the additional allowances authorized 
by this section be provided primarily for school diatrlcta with an average daily 
attendance of less than 2,000. Allowances for school districts with a current 
average daily attendance of 2,000 or more shall be provided, in any fiscal year, 
for no more than 2 percent of the school districts having a current average daily 
attendance of 2,000 or more. 
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